MEN OF POWER

of them, and a paper, Indian Opinion, which Gandhi
started, they settled down to the task of securing In-
dian rights. Gandhi supported himself by a growing
legal practice among Indian merchants. He devoted
every spare hour and most of his income to his work
of reform. He made speeches, learned to handle great
crowds and keep them cool, and taught them by precept
and example how to use soul-force rather than violence.
After three years it became apparent that the struggle
would be long drawn out. He returned to India to
bring his family back to live with him in South Africa.
While in India he made several speeches about condi-
tions in South Africa. These speeches, as inaccurately
reported in the South African press, enraged the
British there; and the latter did everything in their
power to prevent his return. He insisted on returning,
however. When the ship docked at Durban, a crowd,
worked up to fury by local newspapers, gave him a
rough welcome. He describes the scene:

As soon as we landed, some youngsters recognized
me and shouted, "Gandhi! Gandhi!" About half a
dozen men rushed to the spot and joined in the shout-
ing. Mr. Laughton [lawyer for the company import-
ing some 800 laborers coming on the same vessel]
feared that the crowd might swell, and he hailed a
rickshaw. . . . But the youngsters would not let me get
Into it. They frightened the rickshaw boy . . . and he
took to his heels. As we went ahead the crowd con-
tinued to swell, until it became impossible to proceed
farther, . . . They pelted me with stones, brickbats, and
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